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Mediation dispute

New divorce policy may suffer for lack of mediators

A lack of accredited mediarors
could stymie the Ministry

of Justice’s new policy of
compulsory mediation for
divorcing couples.

From 6 April, anyone
wishing to contest the terms of
their divorce will necd ro first
arcend a mediation awareness
session, with or withour their
spouse or partner, and must
present evidence of this before
their case can be accepred by the
court. The family proceedings
rules have been amended to
include the requirement.

David Allison, chairman
of family lawyers’ group
Resolution. said there was
uncertainty as to "mediator
capacity”.

“We don't know how many
people will be able to do this
from day one. If not, they will
tell the court they tried to access
a mediator but couldn't, and
that’s all they’ll have 1o do.

Allison: Government has acted
in haste

“There is nathing in the
protocol about kitemarking of
mediators. Most people will be
pointed in the right direction
by a solicitor, bur where
people are issuing proceedings
themselves they may go to an
unaccredited one, there may
be rogue mediators.

“It would have been berrer
to do this in a planned way so
that enough mediators were in
place but the government has
acted in haste.”

However, Allison broadly
welcomed the proposals,
which were announced last
week.

"A good solicitor doing
their job properly would
discuss the option of
mediation with a client
anyway, he said.

“T guess that’s something
different from going along
and having a talk with a
mediation assessor. In so far
as this raises awarencss it is
good—there is no doubt more
people could mediate than do
currently.”

Cases where there are
allegations of domestic
violence or child protection
issues will be exempt from the
requirement.

David Norgrove, who is
reviewing the family justice
system, is due to publish
his interim repore later chis
month,

COPYRIGHT: Extracted by TNS Media Inleligence. The content of Lhe publication from which lhese extracts have been taken are copyright works - e
and without prior permission may nol be copied or otherwise reproduced (even for inlernal purposes) or resold or scanned to an internetfintranel sile.

Article Page 1 of 1



